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53rd.  Field  Anti-Aircraft  Artillery  Bn.  36  Div.  2d.  Army 

Acting  Bn.  Condr .  Capt.  0N0,  Satoru 
Born  25th  April,  1921  L  _ 

Home  Address  4028  Takatsuhara  Kashina-cho  Saga-Ken 

The  aforementioned  officer  was  interrogated  by  Air  Force  Capt. 
Conduit  and  made  the  following  statement  through  interpreter 
Sgt.  Wright. 

Q.*  On  25  Nov.,  when  asked  "What  do  you  know  about  the  /jr.erican  Y0.M' 

Y/l ly  did  you  tell  a  lie  and  say  "I  don't  know anything  . 7  , 

A.  I  was  ordered  to  say  "I  don't  know,"  although  I  know  something,  , 
Still  Officer  Lt.  C'ol.  KAJIWAI.A  of  the  36  Div.  I  believe  he 
gave  the  same  order  to  all  other  officer  of  the  same  Div. 

Q.  On  the  25th  when  you  were  interrogated  why  did  you  say  "I  don't 
know"  on  the  subject  whether  or  not  you  were  oraered  to  say 

"I  don't  know."?  .  ,  ..y.- 

A.  If  I  said  "I  know"  I  thought  I'd  cause  some  trouble  for  the  Div. 

Comdr . 


What  was  the  name  of  the  American  BOW  who  was  transferred  to 
Capt.  0N0  from  2nd.  Lt.  ISE  (now  1st.  Lt)  attached  to  hqs,  o 

the  223rd.  Inf  Regt? 

C.  I  do  not  know  thename . 

.  Why  were  you  in  need  of  the  POW? 

Because  I  wanted  to  kill  him. 

What  was  the  date  and  time  of  killing? 

I  don't  remember  exactly,  but  I  believe  it  was  in  Oct. 1944. 


1st.  Lt.  ISE  stated  it  was  betweer  the  latter  part  of  Oct.  or 
the  early  part  of  Nov.  Can  you  figure  it  out  by  comparison? 
A.  I  believe  it  was  latter  part  of  Oct.  1944. 


*o  To  whom  did  you  give  the  orders  to  kill  the  Americans? 
<2;  i  gave  the  o?derl  to  Sgt.  OGINO  and  Cpl.  YOSKIJIHA. 


A 


q.  Where  are  the  two  at  the  present? 
A.  They  are  dead. 


Q. 

A. 


I^believe^Sgt .^OGINO  died  in  fey  19*5  and  Cpl.  YOSKIJIHA  died 
in  Aug. 
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Q.  What  other  POW  of  the  Allied  Forces  was  killed  by  the  36  Div. 

A.  I  Just  heard  that  Allied  fliers  that  crashed  in  the  vicinity  of 
Salomi  were  fired  by  nt chine  ^.un  and  hid  in  the  sea.  (T.N.died) 

Q.  Where  were  the  Americans  executed  by  your  orders? 

A,  They  were  killed  by  the  road  near  the  Div,  Kqrs.  (Details  shown 
on  the  map  attached  to  this  report) 

Q.  Why  did  you  give  the  orders  to  execute  the  Americans? 

A,  I  had  a  strong  hostile  feeling,  because  I  lost  more  than  100  of 
my  men,  end  6  artillery  guns,  due  to  American  bombing.  Since 
ancient  times  the  Japanese  believed  in  revenge  end  I  believed 
that  I  was  Justified  in  doing  so  during  war  tire,  I  esked  if 
I  can  get  a  F01  and  kill  him.  Then  YOSHINO  unit  comdr .  gave  me 
permission  through  hqs.  officers.  Therefore  I  made  up  my  mind, 

Q.  Did  you  take  anything  from  the  American  POWs  before  you  led 
them  to  the  place  of  execution, 

A,  I  didn*t  take  anything  then,  but  after  the  execution  Sgt. 

OGINO  took  one  pair  of  shoes, 

Q.  When  the  POW  was  executed,  what  did  the  American  POV  have  in 
possession? 

A.  I  did  not  look  into  that, 

Q.  What  was  the  color  of  hair  of  the  taller  American? 

A.  I  believe  he  was  blonde, 

Q.  What  was  the  color  of  the  shorter  one? 

A.  I  believe,  he  was  blond  too, 

Q.  Did  you  tie  the  hands  of  the  Americans? 

A,  Yes,  I  dod  have  their  hands  tied, 

Q.  Whet  orders  did  you  give  the  N.C.O.  regarding  the  method  of 
execution? 

A.  I  ordered  them  to  have  the  distance  of  3  meters  between  the 
POW  and  have  them  kneel, 

Q.  Did  you  blindfold  them? 

A.  Yes,  they  were  blindfolded  with  a  towel, 

Q.  What  orders  did  you  give  when  executing? 

A,  I  gave  orders  to  bayonet  them  and  they  did  so.  The  NCOs 

bayoneted  them  in  their  chest  one  at  a  time.  The  Americans  fell 
on  their  back  and  died.  Then  I  ordered  the  Americans  to  be 
beheaded  end  it  was  carried  out.  The  neck  of  the  Americans 
couldn't  be  beheaded  completely  from  the  body  so  I  ordered 
them  to  remove  them.  One  NCO  did  so  by  using  a  shovel.  Then 
I  ordered  to  fire;  Sgt.  OGINO  fired  a  round  or  two  at  one  of  the 
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Q.  Vvha.t  did  you  do  with  the  corpses? 

A.  I  hrd  the  bodies  bulled  at  the  plr.ee  of  execution,  but  I  had 
one  American  heed  pieced  on  top  of  the  grave. 

Q.  Did  you  r.eke  a  report  to  YGShli.O  unit  condr  that  you  killed 
then? 

A.  Yes  I  did  efter  a  few  days. 

Testimony  of  Capt  0N0.  Acting  Bn.  Condr,  53rd.  Field  AAA  En 

/s/  Capt.  OhO,  Satoru 

Certified  by  Capt.  (F/Lt)  Conduit  Interrogator 
"  "  Sgt.  Wright  Interpreter. 

COMMON'. EALTH  OF  THE  PHILIPPINES  ) 

)  SS 

CITY  OF  LANILA  ) 

I,  T/3  Neoyo  Haruta,  36917038,  being  dulv  sworn  on  oath, 
state  thet  I  truly  translated  the  above  Exhibit  "A"  fron  Japanese 
to  English  and  the  above  is  a  true  record  of  that  translation. 

/s/  T/_l_Kccy£_K££yt& 

NAOYA  RARUTA,  T/3 
36917038 

Subscribed  end  sworn  to  before  ne  this  22  day  of  Larch,  1946. 

/s/  ELgy.  .  J ,  RppnclJly 

ROY  J.  DOmsLLLY,  2d  Lt.Inf. 
Investigating  Officer,  War 
Crimes  Investigating 
De tachment . 

A  CERTIFIED  TRUE  COPY: 

/s/  J?hn  bt  JlsnXflR 
JOHN  R.  FLEMING 
2nd.  Lt.  ORD 
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